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FiasT PURE AND THEN PEACEABLE.—James iii. 17. 

We (the Apostles) are of God: he who knows God, hearkens to us; he 
who is not of God, hearkens not to us. By this we know the Spint of 
Truth, and the Spint of Error.—1 John iv. 16. 

Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and of the 
commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.—2 Peer iu. 2. 





Reformation=--Ohbjections to Re-immersion.--Omnia, &c,. 
Richmond, Va. Dec. 20, 1835. 

Dear Bro. Campbell,—The subject of re-immersion ap- 
pears to me of much importance. This conviction does not 
arise from any abstract reasoning, but from a calm, and deli- 
berate view ot society as itexists. The religious social com- 
pact of the world is the field of vision, brought up “in bold 
relief,’ before my mind, by the light, not of popular opinion, 
but by the light—the strong light of apostolic dnd prophetic 
testimony. I see by the naked eye, a concourse of men and 
women, composed of the most fashionable, the most indifler- 
ent, listless, thonghtless, harum-scarum characters; now ex- 
static with fanaticism, now absorbed in the levities of life; 
deeply immersed in the world, and profoundly skilled in the 
knowledge and practice of every vain thing but grossly igno- 
rant of the word of God:—I see them, full of the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life; in fellowship 
with the world, having a form—a flimsy form—of godliness 
without the power; and compassing heaven and earth in 
their opposition to the gospel of Jesus Christ as set forth by 
the Apostles—I see, I say, this diverse and motley crowd, 
and ask whence, and what are these? A reply informs me, 
that they are “professors of religion, who ‘‘got converted” at 
a camp-meeting or revival, and upon giving in an experience 
of the feelings they had felt, the sights they had seen, and 
the voices they had heard, by all of which they were assured 
their sins were forgiven, were immersed by a clergyman into 
the Baptist denomination.” And I advance towards them, 
and inquire do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
expiatory sacrifice for the sins of the world?—“Of course 
I do,” is the thoughtless and universal response. Is belief 
in the singular, remarkable, astounding facts and testimonies 
of the gospel, so coutrary to ordinary experience, a matter “of 
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course?” Asan intelligent christian, you will answer, “p,» 
Yet such is the matter of course faith of the multitude, p, 
C., | would say emphatically, that since the camp-meeti, 
and revival system has been adopted by the Baptists, 1}; 
the character of their converts; aod that these bear a proper 
tion of ten to one of those, who have remained faithtul » 
the word of God. And why is the disproportion so grea 
Because few converts only are made by appealing to the yp. 
derstandings of men, while thousands may be added to gy, 
craft by working upon the passions, as the blind guides 
“orthodoxy” do upon the people of this day. Now to thoy 
who object to the agitation of this subject, | say, that iy 
view of facts it is Which moves metoit. Formy own part 
I desire to belong toa pure body of Christians; and thereloy 
I cannot rest without raising my voice, however weak it mo 
be, against the corruption within, and the source of it try 
without. Iam not to be led away by the utopian speculatin 
of converting the world in an enlarged sense with Cur fechy 
means; we have not yet arrived at that period; the proclair 
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ers of the ‘‘everlasting gospel” will do that at the appoint 
time. But we live in a dav of thrilling and mcmeutcus j 
terest to every right-hearted believer: a@ day of preparation 
for the reception of the returning bridegiocm. ‘the lus. 
ness of our lives, therefore, ought to be, to clothe curselyes 
and persuade others to do so, individually and cougregation 
ally, with the resplendent robe of righteous actions, compared 
to linen pure and white, in the Rev. xix. It is a smal 
minority only of mankind whose taste is suited to this ew: 
ployment. ‘The self-denial is too great. We must thes 
purge out the old leaven from among us by a strict and right. 
eous discipline, and be careful how we admit perscns into ou 
communities from the Baptist denomination. <A _ revival: 
made-baptist is not a Christian Baptist, in other words, 
Christian; and therefore, if such characters exist among ws, 
and they be really desirous of being on the right foundation 
they ought first to become convinced of the truth, and thes 
e-immersed. Their own eternal weal ought to stimulate 
them to do so; and instead of murmuring at us for agitating 
the question, they ought to thank us heartily for rousing then 
to self-examination. I say that the borde of revival-mate 
carnal professors, who crowd the ranks of the Baptist dene 
mination is the source from whence much of that corruption 
to be found among us emanates. A love of novelty ané 
change, a cheap religion, and an expectation of living uncot 
trolled according to the impulse of their own instincts, are 
too often the inducements which operate the translations © 
these professors into our infant communities. They are no 
benefitted, and we are disgraced. Others again will atten! 
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a™big meeting,” and there under the exciting influence of 
singing, and the mellifluous voice of some oratorical adept, 
give in his adhesion to the refortners; with a mind as barren, 
a head as empty, and a heart as apathetic as the worst enemy 
to the truth could desire. A few days or months at most 
sufficiently prove the truthof this. In the absence of preach- 
ing his religion departs. He has no taste for the worship of 
God, and the reading of the mere word of truth; he forsakes 
the assembling of himself with the disciples, and, being ad- 
monisbed, is astonished at the liberty taken with “a free 
man;” thus he rebels, and thus developes the genuine and 
native liue of his ungodly character. Woetul experience 
verifies this state of things. The error,1 fear, lies with those 
who are entrusted with the instruction of the congregations. 
They labor more for the enlargement of the church, than for 
its edification. ‘The weakness of an army consists in large 
undisciplined numbers; and so does the inefficiency of the 
church; a large church with little scripture intelligence, is 
more injurious to a neighborhood, than its utter destitution; 
for ignorance generates disorder and corruption, to the seri- 
ous prejudice of the best causes. ‘This anxiety for numbers 
has been the bane of thechurch in allages. It compromises 
principle, paralyzes discipline, and breaks down the land- 
marks of the truth. We ought then to be as firm against the 
influx of corruption—as rigid in its exclusion. And, as we 
all admit the existence of vast numbers of immersed fanaties 
in the Baptist denomination, we ought to be rigidly averse to 
their admission, without an intelligent induction into Christ 
by a re-immersion in water upon a belief of the Jruth. I do 
not contend that this would exclude all corruption, but it 
would go far to exclude a great deal, and that too, on the most 
scriptural. grounds. 

Again, it is objected that my broad assertion, that $99 out 
of 1,000 of the Baptists ought to be re-immersed, is unfound- 
ed in fact, and owing to a want of acquaintance with them. 
To this L would reply, that no individual man’s acquaintance 
with them can disprove the position; what 1s the value of one, 
two, or twenty men’s knowledge of a sect of 500,000 people? 
To become acquainted with a denomination, we must study 
it in the mass. We must observe their public acts and 
monaments; familiarize ourselves with the writings of their 
recognized scribes, and compare their proceedings with the 
New Testament. As tothe specific numbers above mention- 
ed, 1 use them indefinitely, to convey the idea of the dispro- 
portion now eristing between revival-made-baptists, and the 
Christians ef the denomination. In scripture, nothing is 
more common than this mode of speech; namely, to put an 
indefinite for a great number; for example, the concourse in 
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the Revelation which no man could number. My remary, 
concerning the numerical disproportion applies to the Baptists 
now, that is, since the prevalence of the revival, camp-meet. 
ing, and anxious bench system among them; which has de. 
luged them with a most incongruous horde of religionists 
That there are many intelligent, worthy, and excellent people 
belonging to the sect, who disapprove, nay, are disgusted 
the bedlamitish proceedings now sanctioned by authorit 
there can be no doubt; but these, at this day, constitute the 
minority—a minority so smal] that its voice is but a whisper 
inaudible to the “Revd. Divines” who are the fiddles of the 
religious mad frolics of the times. I say then, that whateye; 
the Baptists were twenty-five years ago, matters not as rp. 
gards the present controversy. We have to do with our owy 
generation; and he who avers that the Baptists made by the 
popular measures of the day, are Christians, in my opinion, 
knows nothing at all about the way in which they were made 
by the Apostles of Jesus Christ; aud had better look to his 
own state; for if his foundation be no more apostolic thay 
their’s, he will never attain to the resurrection of the justi- 
fied. 

Again; difficulties have arisen in the minds of some, ast 
the administrator. They misunderstand me as contend- 
ing for a re-immersion, where the administrator turns out 
be a deceiver, false brother, or otherwise. Now my position 
concerning this, is as follows; namely, that no administra- 
tion of a Christian institute can be acceptable to God, which 
is enacted by a clergyman or lay person of any other 
congregation than that in which is to be found the Christian 
Ordinance of Purification for sin; that is, the Jews might 
just as lawfully have appointed a Moabitish Priest of Moloch, 
to administer the Great Annual Sacrifice of the Atonement, 
as the Christians recognize the immersion of a Sectarist, bj 
a clergyman or lay person of the Presbyterian, Episcopalian, 
Romanist, or any of the “rrames and denominations” of the 
Anti-christian world. The sanctifying effect of baptism does 
not flow from the administrator, but from the blood of Jesus 
Christ, to which the subject has access by faith anv immer- 
sion in water, which together constitute baptism. But on 
the other hand, where a denomination once Christian has 
abandoned practically the testimony of the apostles and 
prophets; and has substituted the text weavings of a clerical 
head loom; the remission of sins by a voice, feeling, or sight; 
the harum-scarum madness of the camp, the bench, or the 
altar; and is ryled by clerical or denominational, instead oi 
apostolic constitutions—there, that is, wherever such practices 
prevail, their faith is credulity, their institutions an abomina 
tion, and their administrators, as Paul calls them, the “ac 












cursed” preachers of “another,” and therefore, diabolical 


«gospel. Immersion by such administrators, and in such a 


church, I contend, is as invalid as the Jewish sacrifices after 


the propitiation of Messiah. — ; 

Again; there are those who (in effect) say that immersion 
in water, abstractly considered ts baptism, and that as there 
is but one baptism, and not two, immersion ought not, there- 
fore, to be repeated. Now, these persons profess to believe 
in baptism, with them immersion, for the remission of sins; 
hence, they must suppose that water washes away sins; which 
is of all absurdities the most absurd! “The garment spot- 
ted by the flesh” is purified or washed white in the blood ot 
the Lamb; not in the waterabstractly regarded. Such objec- 
tors need to be taught the first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, for assuredly, they who plead thus against re-immer- 
sion, never knew the truth. Immersion is not baptism, nei- 
ther is re-immersion, re-baptism, if they can possibly under- 
stand the difference, which one would suppose self-evident to 
the merest tyro. It is the candidate’s firm assurance, that 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin, and that he 
rose again from the dead, that makes his immersion in water 
baptism: if he does not believe this, and he can only believe 
it on Divine testimony contained in the scriptures, he is 
doubtless immersed, for that is a matter of fact; but he is 
not baptized, for that is a matter of faith. Do not let me 
be misunderstuod here;—no one can be baptized, if he have 
all the faith in the universe, unless he is immersed in water; 
and one may be immersed, and re-immersed fifty times, but 
if he be destitute of faith, as the thousands of the immersed 
fanatics of the Baptist denomination are, he is uncleansed, 
unsanctified, unrecoaciled, unadopted, unsaved, and because 
he is unbaptized. Re-immersion therefore, ought to be re- 
peated, in the case of such, provided always, that they have 
that assurance, of which they were destitute at their first im- 
mersion; a re-immersion upon said assurance is baptism to 
them only for the first time, and not a re-baptism as some er- 
roneously imagine. 

Again; there are some who admit that re-immersion is 
justifiable, and that too,.on scriptural grounds; but they object 
to its publicity, because, say they, “of the cry of anabaptism, 
in all ages most odious and injurious to the truth, which 
would on the slightest grounds be raised against us.” 
Now this objection comes from one of the most valiant, and 
uncompromising defenders ‘of the faith in the region round 
about. But let me ask my worthy friend if this be not a 
lapsus penne? He is not one of those, who thinks, that the 
prosperity of the Church of Christ depends upon the multi- 
tude of its members. States. intrinsically small, are gene- 








rally strongest; the little island of Great Britain, to wit; g, 
is the little State or Kingdom of Jesus, when well regulated 
disciplined and instructed, under the provisional economy of 
this age of the world, in his estimation. He knows, that qj} 
the slander, all the hues and cries, all the rage of the Argh. 
Fiend, and his legions, in combined attack upon this Kine. 
dom, little as it is, cannot shake it; but on the contrary, like 
the trees of the forest, when shaken by the tempest, only 
makes it take root deeperand firmer in the earth. He knows 
this; why then need he mind the “ery of anabaplisme 
Suppose thecry is raised against us by the “orthodox.” whar 
need we mind? They did the same against our fathers of 
ancient times; and need we, if we contend for the truth, ex. 
pect better treatment than they? The Christians of old were 
ealled “Atheists” because taey had no visible God; and “Ass. 
worshippers,” because a cry was raised against them, that 
they worshipped that docile animal! But should they have 
set up images, or forbore to ride the ass, because of these 
“orthodox” cries? Yes, they did set up images, to meet the 
prejudices of the Heathen; hence all that iconolatrism of the 
Romish Church. Let the “orthodox” raise the hue; can any 
ery be “more odious or injurious to truth” than that cf 
“Campbellism?” The applause of “orthodoxy” is treacher- 
ous. T'imeo Danaos dona ferentes. 1 fear the Greeks bear- 
ing presents. ‘Truth has nothing to fear, but from the un- 
scriptural practices of itsfriends. Save me from my friends, 
says she, and I'll takecareof my foes. The Christian Insti- 
tution knows no secrets in its administration. lt courts in- 
vestigation; it claims the observance of the world. ‘What 
has been whispered in your ears, proclaim on the housetop.’ 
If then re-immersion is justifiable and can be defended on 
scriptural grounds, it is right and expedient, therefore, to do 
it in the glare of day; and to make it known far and wide, 
that there exists a body of people, who have first purified 
themselves “by a bath of water with the Word;” who are 
determined, as a band of brethren, to live in absolute subor- 
dination to the precepts and examples of the New Testament 
alone; to vocalize on the house tops, the testimony of the 
Apostles and Prophets, against that grand Apostacy, which 
sits brooding, like an incubus, upon the intellect of the world; 
who are preparing themselves to meet the returning bride- 
groom; who have raised the midnight cry, “behold he comes,” 
—“come out of Babylon,” for the avenger is at hand; and 
who are resolved to admit none Among them, unless they can 
show scriptural pretensions to the Christian name; and if 
not, unless they submit to an immersion, or re-immersion, 
upon an intelligent assurance of the truth. 

Again, another class of objectors reason thus—“ We are 





prepared to say that our opinion is, and it ts but an opi- 
ion, that infants, idiots, and some Jews and Pagans may, 
sithout either faith or baptism, be brought into the King- 
dom of Glory, merely in consequence of the sacrifice of 
Christ; and we doubt not, that many Pedo-baplists of all 
sects will be admitted into it. Indeed, all they who obe 
Jesus Christ, through faith in his bload, according to their 
knowledge, we are of opinion, will be introduced into that 
kingdom. But when we talk of forgiveness of sins which 
comes to Christians through immersion, we have no regard 
to any other kingdom than that of Grace. We repeat it 
again—there are three kingdoms: the Kingdom of Law, 
the Kingdom of Favor, and the Kingdom of Glory; each 
haz a different constitulion, different subjects, privileges 
and terms of admission. And who is so blind,*in the 
Christian Kingdom, as not to see that more is necessary 
to eternal salvation or to admission into the everlasting 
kingdom, than either faith, regeneration, or immersion? 
Aman can enter into the second kingdom by being born o 
water and the spirit; but he cannot enler the third and ul- 
timate kingdom through faith, immersion, or regeneration. 
Hence, says the judge, come you blessed of my father, and 
inherit the kingdom of Glory. Because you believed? No— 
| Because you wereimmersed? No. Because you were born 
again by the Holy Spirit? No—but because I know your 
good works, your piety and humanity. Iwas hungry, and 
you fed me, gc.” This, I say, is the sentiment of a large 
class. Where they learned it from, 1 shall leave them to tell; 
for myself, [ have never seen the like in the whole revelation 
of God. I shall designate them by the initials C. B Well 
C.B. entertains this sentiment. It enables her to extend the 
right hand of fellowship to every sincere sectarist; and rids 
her profession of much unfashionable odium. Why? Be- 
cause, she has opened a door into heaven for those who do 
not choose to go ver way; and thus she can get along without 
giving offence, and so“doing harm.” I do not say this is C, 
B’s motive; but this is the working of the thing. Now as 
infants, idiots, Jews, Pagans and many Paidos of all sects, 
can get into heaven without baptism, re-immersion appears 
to C. B. unimportant; especially as the grand thing is “to 
obey Jesus Christ through faith in his blood, aecording to a 
man’s knowledge; hence, she objects tothe agitation of this 
question as calculated “todo harm,” i. e. in plain English, to 
diminish the numbers of the converts to her denomination or 
Zion,” as the sects eall their parties. Now, toC. B. 1 would 
observe, that 1f 1 could believe her doctrine, I would give up 
the scriptures, as an unintelligible jargon;—a misrepresenta- 
tion of the character of God.’ -It charges God with injustice; 
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it nullifies.the Sin Purifying Ordinance of the Christian Ro. 
ligion; and stultifies Jesus and his Apostles. To confer jy. 
mortality on infants and idiots, unconscious of existence. ang 
to deny it to the mass of intelligent adults of the world! py, 
these inconsistencies, to give them no harsher term, come 9; 
the popular notion, that immortality can be attained by othe, 
means, than those appointed by God in his several dispensg. 
tions. This doctrine evidently results from the hereditary 
immortality of the sects! Wf the scripture be true, not a sip. 
gle man, woman, or child, will attain to immortality, in the 
kingdom of Glory, who does not submit to his ordinance, 
during his life on the earth through all generations. To whom 
will the Judge say, come you blessed of my Father, inheri: 
the kingdom of Glory? I reply to his disciples, and to those 
~ who have kept his father’s laws under former dispensations, 
And who are,his disciples? Not those who obey according 
to their knowledge, because if they happen to have no 
knowledge, there will be no obedience; but they ‘who perse- 
vere in his doctrine” and “produce much fruit” (Jno. viii. 3), 
15, 8.) Now to persevere in the doctrine of Christ, we must 
become his disciples, and to do this, there is no other way 
than to be baptized intohim. The feeding the hungry, and 
clothing the naked, &c. will not be received as a substitute 
for obedience; they will be commended in the disciples, not 
in the disobedient. It is true, we shall not be pronounced 
blessed on account of faith, immersion, or regeneration; nor 
shall we be without them: for no one since the Apostle’s days 
can enter the kingdom of Glory, unless through the Kingdom 
of Favor. There is no by-way toGlory. The road is a royal 
one, i. eg we must follow the King. Could the High Priest 
enter the Most Holy, without passing through the Holy Place? 
Neither can we enter Heaven, without passing through the 
Church of Christ. We must believe, be immersed, perse- 
vere in well doing, die, and be raised from the dead before we 
can enter the kingdom of Glory. This is the true and only 
way; “the strait gate and the narrow way” travelled by very 
few. To win the prize, we must start fair, and run according 
to the rules of the race. To be immersed first, and to believe 
after, is the wrong start. Such a person may run according 
to the after-rules, but not having began right, he will be like 
a thief and a robber, who enters not by the gate into the 
sheep-fold, but climbs over the fence. C. B’s objection then, 
has no weight, and may now be dismissed. 

Much akin to C. B. i$ another, whom I shall call A. BR. 
This worthy brother in an observation appended to a “dis 
course” says, “we are far from believing, that no unba 
tized persons go to heaven. All persons who obtain all the 
spiritual light they can, who act in accordance with all the 
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light which they obtain—use all their ability to obey God, 
will, we think, go to heaven, whether they have or have not 
advanced so far in the divine light as to understand the 
New Testameit doctrine concerning baptism.”!! From this, 
one would suppose it a wonderful progress in divine light to 
ynderstand the doctrine of baptism, which Paul calls one of 
the first principles, This may be called baptismal nullifi- 
cation; and comes of systematizing the gospel and sin, and of 
segregating them into six points! Another whom I shall 
name, B. W. 5. says, “if I never enjoyed Christian expe- 
rience, and remission of sins, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit before baptism, f have never enjoyed them at all; 
and says further, that he should be “shut up in despera- 
tion!?’?—I would ask B.W.S., whether he can find sucha 
character in the New ‘Testament, after the day of Pentecost, 
as an unbaptized Christian? Were any in those days par- 
doned persons who were not Christian men or women? And 
can a man have the experience of a Christian, before he be- 
comeaChristian? ‘Then, had he lived in apostolic times, he 
would have been joyless of Christian experience and remis- 
sion; nay, even “shut up in desperation.” This comes of 
the doctrine of “obeying Jesus Christ through faith in his 
blood according to our knowledge.” What an anomalous 
obedience—what a fallacy tn terms!! 

1. If unbaptized persons can go to heaven, what is the use 
of baptism? 

2. If a person cannot enter the Kingdom of Favor without 
remission of sins, how can he expect to enter the Kingdom 
of Glory without? 

3. Can a person whose sins are not remitted on earth enter 
Heaven; if so, where does the scripture teach this? One ex- 
ample will suffice. 

4. Can a man love God the Father and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and not obey their commandments? Now, as baptism 
is a very first command, can‘an unbaptized person be an obe- 
dient one; and if not,can he be said to love God, his pro- 
fessions to the contrary notwithstanding? And ean a lover 
of God in theory, but not in practice, enter the Kingdom of 
Glory? 

5. If baptism be God’s appointment for imparting remis- 
sion, as you and all intelligent Chri_tians believe, and there 
be no other way of pardon for unbaptized persons, as we all 
admit; and, if what Jesus says be true; that “ir you nIE IN 
YOUR SINS, WHERE GOD Is, YOU CANNOT COME’’—how comes it 
that some of our prominent brethren dare to teach, that the 
unbaptized, and therefore, unpardoned, may and do enter the 
kingdom of Glory? I wait for a reply. 

In conclusion, is there any reason, or just cause of offence 
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to any one, in the agitation of this important question? Lo 
those who are on the right foundation be thankful, and remain 
so; those who are not, should also be thankful, that some on, 
is disinterested and kind enough to endeavor to arouse they 
from their carnal security to a sense of the false position jy 
which they stand. I should esteem him my best friend wh, 
manifested his regard for me by showing me the truth. If, 
man is an honest reformer, he will labor first to reform hip. 
self, and then his neighbors. Does reformation, or coming 
out of Babylon, or preparing to meet the bridegroom, consis 
in nothing more than changing one’s place of worship, and jp 
breaking a loaf weekly? And yet this is about the amount of 
reformation we see practised in many places! 

And now, Bro. C.I have brought to a close my views upon 
this matter. You and.my readers can judge whether the 
Word of God is for or against me. I write not for applause. 
but for truth. Aneternity of weal or woe is staked upon our 
uprightness or demerit here. In view of this, 1 have not cal. 
culated on the approbation or displeasure that may accrue to 
me for the position I have maintained. I cannot but express 
my confidence that you will meet what has been said tair\) 
in the Harbinger. You certainly owe me reparation for the 
unintentional misrepresentation of my practices which you 
have published to the four winds of Heaven. Let it not, then, 
remain on record, uncontradicted, that there lived in the me- 
tropolis of Virginia, one who contended that the citizens of 
the kingdom of Heaven should be re-baptized; and you wil! 
much oblige your brother in the good hope to be revealed at 
the coming of our common Lord, Joun Tuomas. 


The Baptists witnesses against themselves. 


“Out of your own mouths, ye unfaithful servants, will 1 condemn vou." 
Brotuer ‘THoMas: 


Dear Sir,—lI have for nearly thirty years, been an 
immersed believer. I remained among the Baptists until their teachers 
were resolved to deprive me of the rights of conscience, or destroy my 
character as a Christian, at least among themselves.—I know their foun- 
dation, their experiences, dreams, visions, sights, sounds, whims, doubts 
joys, and sorrows, with their sleight of hand, and cunning craftiness, 
shales they lie in wait to deceive; I know too, what is acceptabl 
worship in their estimation. This much, I say, the Baptists of this dav 
and those made Baptists by mourning benches, and anxious seats, whose 
faith is in their teachers, as mediators at their mourning benches, and 
then in themselves, are not the same kind of Baptists, I knew thirty 
years ago. No Sir, their opposition to the Apostolic gospel, now proves. 
that, if they were a Church of Jesus Christ, they have apostatized from 
the Gospel. They had no such things in Virginia as Bible Societies, 
made up of wicked men and christians, nor missionary societies, tract 
societies, temperance, sunday school and sabbath school societies, camp 
meetings, mourning benches and anxious seats, and councils to curse 
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en. Nor did their associations, pretend to have any other object in 


sale, than that of an “advisory council,” when the Churches requested 


it It was not then, a scourge and a curse to the peace and happiness 
of those who are obedient to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as it now is.— 
| can appeal to every honest old Baptist as witnesses that these things 
were unknown among them thirty years past—that they were then re- 
roached, by the Sects around them, as poor creatures, having nothing 
put the Bible. ‘The present practices of the Dover Association, were 
brought into Virginia, by some Yankees, who knew how to play the 
sleight of hand, to pick the ockets of all classes, under the garb of “ Be- 
nevolent Institutions,” to fill their own. Bishop Semple, was, as all ad- 
mit,a good and laborious man, and a head and shoulders above, the 

resent fickle heir of the Dover Chair. In proof of the Yankee tricks, 
onthe Baptists, | would remark, that Bishop 8S. planted and watered the 
Bruington Civurch, to the day of his death, and he informed me, he ne- 
ver in any one year, when living among them, received of the Church, 
more than one hundred dollars. ‘The present pastor, who is any thing 
for money and majorities, if.reports are true, now receives his four hun- 
dred dollars, and will receive as extra, (for just calling the name of some 
dead man, in his monthly discourses, at his Church,) or by visiting the 
fatherless and widow, all the litle cash, remaining in the Bren of their 
departed husband and father; and as a fee for consuling them in their 
affirctions— These Yankee tricks, led me to see the Baptists were apos- 
iatizing from the faith—and I withdrew from their anti-christian com- 
binations. 

Soon afier I became a member of the Baptist Church, the subject of 
the true Apostolic Church, was much agitated. The language of the 
Baptists, was then as follows, to us who were examining this subject— 
“Asmany are going to and fro, crying, lo here! and lo, there! and claim- 
ing the name and character of God’s peculiar people, saying ‘We are 
the true Church of Christ:” being apprehensive that many may be em- 
barrassed by such contradictory claims, we ofler you our present annual 
address on this subject, hoping we shall be able to point out by scripru- 
RAL CHARACTERISTICS, WHO ARE THE TRUE CuurcH OF our Lorp Jesus 
Curist.” 

“In order to know whether a work be agreeable to rule, we must first 
know the proper rule by which it ought to be tried. 'The work of the 
mason must not be tried by the carpenter's rule, nor the carpenter’s b 
the mason’s. Each work must be tried by the rule adapted to it. A 
Church ought to be the workmanship of God; and, consequently, ought 
tobe TRIED BY Gob’s RULE, not by man’s; by REVELATION, not by unin- 
spired reason. For it doubtless will be often found, that ‘that which is 
highly esteemed among men, is an abomination in the sight of God.’ 

“THE FAIREST AND ONLY PROPER MODE OF ASCERTAINING THE VISIBLE 
CHURCH IN THE PRESENT DAY,!IS TO SEARCH FOR THE VISIBLE CHURCH IN 
THE DAYS OF INSPIRATION; and then enquire ameng what people her 
characteristics, as laid down in the Bible, may be discovered.” 

“By the Visible Church, we mean to convey the idea, there is, and 
always has been, a peculiar people gathered by the power of God, 
WHOSE PRINCIPLES, ORDINANCES, AND CUSTOMS ARE OF DIVINE AUTHORITY; 
against whom the gates of Hell shall aot prevail, &c. 

“True holiness is an immanent seed, abiding within, and bringing 
forth fruit of like nature. It is not puffed up, but humble and unassum- 
ing. So refined a principle is genuine holiness, and so contrary to the 

natural propensity, that few, either in the Old or New Testament, are 
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represented as having attained to high degrees of it. Job, Moses, ans 
the three in the plains of Dura, coniinued immovable, and would ,,, 
bow to the King’s golden image. 

“Balak said, ‘Cursc me this people,’ and Haman, ‘there is a cerigy, 
people, whose laws are diverse frem all people. It is not for the King, 
(the Clergy’s,) profil to suffer them.’ Paul was wld ‘As for this se» 
it is every were spoken against.’ View vhis feature of the lrue Chur 
beloved brethren, and see whether it is visible in any people now exian 

“The true Church is often known by her liberty. God is always beg 
pleased with free will offerings; for which reason he wishes has people 
to be free to do that which is right in their own eyes. Judges xvi. 6 
He forbids ail from lording u over his own heritage. Compare thy 
feature of Carist’s bride with the Churches of the present peneralion 
and a ye to whom it applies. 

“Paul was jealous of the Corinthians, lest their minds should be cor. 
rupted from :he simplicity that is in Christ. Enquire, brethren, {oy 
THE PEOPLE WHO TAKE THE SIMPLE UNADULTERATED WOKD OF Gop Pog 
THEIR GUIDE, WHOSE DOCTRINES, ORDINANCES, AND CUSTOMS, STAND just 
AS THEY WERE HANDED DOWN FROM ABOVE. It you see such a chara 
teristic in any people, you should not hesitate to acknowledyve it as 
strong evidence of their being the true Church of God.” 

Methinks, you are ready to doubt, the correctness of the above, and 
say, 18 it possible, that such were the sentiments of any Paptist now iv. 
ing inthe Dover Association? See their circular letter in their minutes 
for ISi1. 

You will say, who hus thus, in so short a time, corrupted them, frem 
‘ their published professed sentiments? I answer, a few Yankees, with 
Andrew Broaddus, their scribe, and the Clergy ai his elLow. 

i Hear the Reverend Mr. Eli Ball, and your neighbor of the Hera!d— 
“We have no hesitancy in saying, and we hope to make it clearly ay- 
pear, that sentiments or opinions of revealed truth, consiitule ihe on.y 








































4 BOND OF UNION, among members of the same Church:’—to wit;—“We 
"I have often heard it asserted, that Ae Bible was the bond of union among 
a church members; and we have heard, too, of their members that THEY 


TOOK THE Bisie For THEIR Guipe. We do not doubt the sincerity of 
such brethren, but we think they are under a VERY GREAT MISTAKE.” 


* F “It is idle for any man to pretend he has nocreed. We have always 
wi» regarded those efforts, which we have often witnessed, to sweep all creeds 
Aa and confessions of faith, as the work of intruders, who wished to build 
& a new theory on the ruins of those in existence. But to our subject:— 
Opinions or sentiments are the Lond of union among Church members. 


Let this be surrendered, and the Church will soon tell to pieces.” See 
- Religious Herald, 18th Nov. 1831. 

| I did not differ with the Baptists as to the procuring caus? of the 
apy remissionof sins, but, their special cause of faith and the éime and man- 
mr of remission, leaving the believer withoul any rational or scriptural 
assurance of their sins being remitted. Thus they were hoping, fear- 
ing and doubting whether tlieir sins were forgiven or not. ‘This was 
not all. Their departure from their own principles, went to destroy 
the world, as they evidently are now doing, by keeping them in a state 
of disobedience, and rebellion against God, and producing an excitement 
in order to get sinn®rs to come to their mourning benches, that they may 
act ‘as mediators between God and them, and enable them to act faith in 
their prayers, and then make their frames and feelings, the evidence of 
their sins being forgiven, and fi subjects for baptism. This is a mani- 
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fest corruption of the old Baptist principles, as well as the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Thus you can see, that the present popular apostauzing Bap- 
tists, have led you to make too broad an asseruon, which has wounded 
many of your brethren.—fHad vou said, all those that were made Bap- 
tists on Mourning benches and anxious seats, or those whose faith was 
in the prayers of (acir “preachers” and themselves, stand in need of be- 
ing baptised, we should have understood, and justified your words. I 
have no more faith in the Baptist Clergy, thant have in a Roman Ca- 
tholic Priest—that is, the proscribing Clergy for “persuasions, views and 
sentiments.” 


Yours in the Lord, THOMAS M. HENLEY. 


HEAVEN. 

Heaven isasymbolicalterm. All words are, indeed, sym- 
bols; but this is pre-eminently so. It represents a multitude 
of ideas, Which can only be defined, by the meaning imparted 
to it, by the context with which it stands connected. State 
dnd place comprehend all the ideas of which it is the sign. 
Place always implies slate of being,and vice versa. Wher- 
ever the heavenly state is there is a heavenly place. When 
we speak, therefore, of heaven, we mean a s/a/le, or condi- 

“tion, of being in some place. In reference, then, to heaven, 
there is an immense variety of relations. By a relation, I 
mean, the position in which any conceivable object stands in 

pect to some other object. These relations may be as- 
sorted into those which are pAysical or natural, and into those 
that are moral, spiritual, or intellectual. ‘The physical rela- 
tions of heaven are treated of by astronomy, and other phy- 
sical sciences, and by Revelation; its moral, by history and 
revelation, especially in reference to the future. 

When we view the physical relations of Heaven, by the 
help of Astronomical Science, we behold the earth as one of 
the orbs of Heaven. In doing this, we take up a position in 
immensity, untenanted by every material object but ourselves. 
From this imaginary point, we view the Heavens, i. e. the 
bright globes sweeping along in their appointed courses; 
such as, the Sun, Moon, Earth, and Stars, around some com- 
mon centre, perhaps, according to Sir Isaac Newton’s sub- 
lime conception, the Throne of God. In relation to our po- 
sition, some are abore us, some below. An alteration of the 
spectator’s position will change above to below, and below to 
above; hence these can be regarded as nothing more than 
relative terms. Let the spectator chaage his position from 
the aforesaid imaginary point, and take up a real one on the 
Earth’s surface. All relations have changed in regard to him. 
That which was above and below, are now both above him. 
And further, seeing that the th is round, the Orbs that 
are above him, are below a spectator standing on the opposite 
side of the Globe. The phrase “nether or lower world” as 
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applied to the Earth is relative; and real only as regards sume 
objects; but fictitious in reference to others. Wherever 
there is matter, and space, there God is; to say, then, that 
God is above, is also relative to us; for, in relation to the 
earth, he is above, below, and every where. 

The relations of Heaven may be subdivided into Terres- 
trial, Lunar, Solar, Sidereal, &c. These systems of relations 
have all their physical and moral conditions. Their moral 
systems of relations depend upon their inhabitation by intel- 
lectual beings. Wherever there are mind and matter, there 
moral and physical relations subsist, having reference to the 
Creator as the Life of the Universe. Reasoning from ana- 
logy, and upon facts developed and recorded in the Scrip- 
tures, all the orbs of heaven or immensity, are either inha- 
bited or in progress of inhabitation. Hence, as “order is 
Heaven’s first law,” the people of the Lunar, Solar, and Si- 
dereal Systems, unless they are rebels, live under govern- 
ment, as well as those of the Terrestrial. If they are ina 
state of voluntary subjection to God, and have not set up go- 
vernments of their own, then they are under a government, 
which, because it owns God for its Head, is Heavenly; but 
if, on the contrary, they refuse submission to his laws, and 
have set up for themselves, they live under a Lunar, Solar, 
Sidereal, or as we should say, an Earthly or Terrestrial state 
of things. In sucha relation, they would be of the Moon, 
moonly, &c.; as we are of the Earth, earthly; and he that 
should be sent by God to restore his government among them, 
would be “from Heaven;” and their society, when so reduced 
to subjection, would be Heavenly. Heaven, then, to the Lu- 
narians, Solarians, and Siderealists, is the Moon, Sun, and 
Stars, in a perfect state of moral relations to God. 

Every planet, then, has its own moral System; and this, 
when perfect, is its Heaven. If a planet, however, have no 
inhabitants it has no moral relations, and therefore, no Hea- 
ven. But experience teaches us, that a planet or Orb of 
Heaven, may havea very imperfect system of moral relations. 
If entirely faulty it is Diabolical or Hellish; if partially, it 
is mixed. This system of mixed moral relations, compre- 
hends within it a perpetual conflict, which would ultimately 
destroy it, unless the one or the other set of principles gained 
the ascendancy. The entire ascendancy of evil would con- 
stitute Hell; that of good, Heaven. Physical evil is the con- 
sequence of Moral Evil; and physical good of moral good: 
hence, nothing is required to make a planet a physical and 
moral paradise, but Obedience—perfect obedience to God on 
the part of all its inhabitaffts. 

As God existed before all planets, all knowledge possessed 
by their population, of God, must have been communicated 
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to them by him. Reasoning from analogy, he imparts, or 
reveals to each Planetary System the knowledge of its origin, 
or preparation. Creation, therefore, is a relative term; and 
its history should not be expected to contain a detail of the 
creation of all worlds; but only of that one to which the re- 
yelation is made. Hence, when it says “in the beginning 
God created the Heaven and the Earth,” we are to under- 
stand the creation of those Systems of Relations, both moral 
and physical, which obtain upon the Globe we inhabit. The 
order in which the Creation of the Terrestrial System is nar- 
rated, relates to the order in which objects would have suc- 
cessively appeared to an inhabitant or spectator on the Earth 
at the time. Hence the propriety of the account of the ap- 
pearance of the Sun, Moon, and Stars being deferred till the 
fourth day. An atmosphere must be formed permeable to 
‘the rays of light, sufficiently dense for the sustentation of 
clouds, and rendered entirely diaphanous by the condensa- 
tion of its waters, and their collections into seas, by the up- 
heaving of dry land covered with verdure—before the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars could possibly become visible to the new- 
born vegetation of the Earth. All this was done, and being 
entirely new, in relation to man, it is termed “the Creation.” 
Physical relations, or the Terrestrial Kingdoms of Nature, 
were ordained before the moral or social. As natural, at first, 
were the chief objects of man’s contemplation, with them 
he became most familiar, and from them drew analogies and 
symbols to illustrate and convey his ideas. Hence, Nature 
became the mother of human speech; and the physical be- 
came the type of the moral universe. Observation teaches 
this fact; for the more rude the people, that is, the nearer 
they are toa state of nature, the more physical or natural 
their speech. The East, the cradle of our race, is an illus- 
tration of this, at the present day. Their language may be 
said to be, more physical than any other people on Earth. 
{t abounds in metaphor, symbols, allegories, &c.: and their 
written speech in hieroglyphics, &c.; hence, the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars; the air, firmament, and space beyond; hills, moun- 
tains, oceans, rivers, &c. have all been laid under contribu- 
tion, as signs or symbols expressive of ideas. These have 
been applied to Kings, Queens, Priests, Nobles; Govern- 
ments, States, and Emperors; Countries, inland and mari- 
time; People, &c. Hence, every country has its Heaven 
and its Earth; in other words, the rulers and the ruled. 
Much of the Scriptures are written in this style; and must, 
therefore, not be construed in the language of philosophy, 
hor according to modern popular notions, but according to 
the acceptation of these terms in ancient times. 
The Scriptures speak of three Heavens, or systems of re- 
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lations. The Jews also reckoned three physical heavens. 
the firmament, the starry heavens, the heaven of heavens. 
The superstitious rabbins count seven; but they are as fabu- 
lous as purgatory, or the Heaven of Protestants; which is 
tenanted by infants, idiots, pagans, Catholics, Methodists, 
&c. &c. and every other sincere religionist that can be con. 
ceived of! Theend of all God’s doings with men is to lead 
them on to a state of perfection, in which the present mixed 
condition of human affairs will be thoroughly purified. Hence 
the ultimatum of all things will be to re-establish Heaven 
upon Earth; that is, to place man in such a state, both social 
and physical, in which he may enjoy all the happiness of 
which he is susceptible; and more than this, he is incapable 
of enjoying, and beyond its capacity the heart of man can- 
not possibly desire. 

We are not, however, to expect an instantaneous entrance 
into the Third Heaven. Man’s ascent to perfect bliss is gra- 
duated. The lowest degree of happiness, if I may so speak, 
offered to men in Heaven, are the spiritual enjoyments of a 
pure Church of Jesus Christ—an Institution, synonymous 
with the First Heaven. In this he enjoys the rest from sin. 
The next advance he makes, is into the Second Heaven, or 
Millenial State, into which he is inducted by a resurrection 
from the dead. Here he rests from physical pains and dis- 
tresses. ‘he enjoyments of the First and Second Heavens, 
both on earth, are “spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus.” At the end of the Second Heavenly State, 
Jesus delivers up the kingdom to the Father. No further 
laws being imposed, there is no more possibility of sinning. 
The redeemed family of Man, makes its last advance, which 
inducts it into the Third Heavenly State, sometimes called 
Paradise, sometimes the New Jerusalem and Eternity; be- 
cause it is unchangably enduring. ‘“O the depth of the 
riches and of the wisdom and of the knowledge of Gud! 
How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out! For who has known the mind of the Lord? or 
who has been his counsellor? or who has first given to him 
and it shall be recompensed to him again? For from hin, 
and by him, and to him, are all things: to him be glory for 
ever. Amen!” Epiror. 


CORRESPON DENCE. 
Williamsburg, Nav. 10, 1835. 
Drar Sir,—I avail myself of the present leisure moment to tender you 
my humble acknowledgments for the information which you have given 
me on various passages of scripture. But I have no doubt, I shall obtain 
more. A large portion of the sacred writings has been elucidated and 
exhibited, in a clear point of view, to my mind since I have become 4 
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subscriber to your paper. I _ you will not consider the present com- 
munication a rash one, but will take it as coming from a person who is 
actuated by no other motive than that of arriving at truth. My whole 
object is to obtain a plain and common-sense exposition of the scriptures. 
And as a means to attain that end, we should, I think, read the Bible 
with care and attention, and dear it explained by those who are capable 
of explaining it—by those who are not influenced by party spirit, pas- 
sion, prejudice, or prepossession in favor of any of the seclarian prin- 
ciples now prevalent in the world, and who advocate the truth in all its 
majesty and simplicity. Ido not believe you are at all operated upon 
by any of those anti-christian principles above-mentioned, but set forth 
the truth, fearless of consequences. I, therefore, as one who wishes to 
become a citizen of the kingdom of Jesus—to be delivered from the 
thraldom and dominion of sin into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God, do beseech you to come down, and try to illumine the dark and be- 
nighted mind of the people of Williamsburg, and the students of Wil- 
liam & Mary College, of which I am one. You would have a very 
mixed audienee—men holding diametrically opposite religious tenets— 
atheists, baptists, &c.; but all of which apparently bear the mark of the 
beast on their foreheads. There is no greater sinner than I am now, and 
have been for a number of years, indeed, ever since I have arrived at the 
age of discretion. dt has been but a short time since my attention was par- 
ticularly directed to the Bible, and consequently it has been but a short 
time since my conviction of the error of my way. Hence the great ne- 
cessity of the remedial system; but my difficulty 1s in understanding that 
system. Some will tellme, baptism is not necessary to the remission of 
sins; others aguin tell me it is; in that emergency, I refer to the fountain 
of truth, which informs me, that “I must reform and be baptized for the 
remission of sins,” and that afterwards “TIT shall receive the Holy Spirit;” 
so the former direction was false, and the latter correct. And jn that 
manner, I frequently receive admonitions entirely different on the same 
subject from the various denominations of “Christians,” and by refer- 
ence to the writings of the Apostles, | have my doubts resolved, and what 
is somewhat strange, is, that all the depositions of scripture, coincide 
with the religious tenets of a class of men, sarcastically called ‘““(Camp- 
bellites,” by the other sects, but who call themselves “Reformers.”— 
Hence you will have perceived from the above lines, that I am in favor 
of them; but it is polely for the sake of being with the scriptures, that I 
agree with them. 

[ crave your presence in this City, as soon as possible. I wish you to 
endeavor to subdue the spirit of anti-christ, who has an extensive rei 
here. You will, therefore, write me as soon as possible, when it will 
in your power to visit us; but not without ee your letter 
with such remarks as you may deem useful to my youthful mind. 

By complying with the aboye request, you will much oblige your 
obedient servant. A Srupent IN WILLIAM AND Y. 

To Dr. Jonn Tuomas. 


REPLY. 
Richmond, Va. Nov. 19, 1835. 

_ Dear Sir,—I have before mea letter the signature of which 

is “A Student in William and Mary.” Its contents afford 

me much pleasure; and chiefly because of the candid avowal 

of your convictions and earnest desire after truth. In every 










department of life truth is most valuable; but, in relation to 
pardon here, and our state in the age to come, it is inestima- 
ble. O, if the world would but agree, to bury in the waters 
of Lethe, its Sectarian Theologies, and all that appertains 
thereto; and to take the Holy Scriptures in their most obvious 
and common sense—to believe what they say, and to do what 
they enjoin, according to the Dispensation under which it js 
placed,—how would unanimity of faith and oneness of prac- 
tice pervade the universal world of what is now so prepos- 
terously termed “Christendom!” But this will never be, 
until this age of spiritual darkness shall be superseded by 
the coming glorious and resplendent Dispensation of righ- 
teousness and peace. That Golden Age’is at the door. 
Men, blinded by Sectarian darkness, cannot discern it; but 
the thunder of Jehovah’s voice, and the lightning of his 
wrath will strike through Kings, astonish the nations, and 
arouse them from their torpor; not to salvation, indeed, but 
to an everlasting destruction from a participation in the glory 
of his power. , 

In relation to God, man is in one of two states—a state of 
reconciliation or state of rebellion. A man way as cer- 
tainly know which of these states he is in, as whether he be 
asleep or awake. He that does the will of God is in a state 
of reconciliation; he that does it not, is in a state of rebel- 
lion. His will is that every intelligent man and woman 
should believe that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the Son 
of God; that he was delivered to death for the offences of 
mankind and raised again for their justification: should be 
immersed in water upon this confession and so be baptised; 
and should continue to walk for the rest of his days on earth, 
so as_ he or they have Christ and his Apostles for an exam- 

le. This example is pourtrayed in the New Testament. 

e that walks thus will never fall; and will as assuredly 
participate in the promise made to Abraham, by a resurrec- 
tion from the dead, in company with the justified, as that I 
am now writing with a pen and ink. 

There are two states of life,and twoof death. Of these, 
one state is temporal life and temporal death; the other eter- 
nal life with the perfection of bliss, and eternal death, with 
the consummation of wo. You have your choice of these. 
Both depend, in relation to yourself, upon your own volition. 
If wo be your lot, you have none to blame but yourself; if 
bliss, you have none to thank but God. You say truly, that 
you are a great sinner. Every unreconcil-d person is 80; 

owever moral he may be in the estimation of his poor fel- 
low rebels. There are two standards of morality—the one 
human, the other divine. The latter is the only true one; 
the former is deceptive, erroneous, base. Sin, in the estima- 




















tion of God, is exceeding sinful; you, therefore, being in the 
state of a sinner, stand in a most awful and fearful relation 
to God and Eternity. 

For the resolution of all your difficulties, go to the Book, 
of God. Men will tell you, it is “a dead letter;” but they 
are liars and blasphemers against Jehovah’s truth. “It is 
living and powerful, and sharper than a two edged sword.” 
“Al| Scripture given by inspiration of God is profitable for 
teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness. That the man of God may be perfect, com- 
pletely fitted for every good work.” “Having been begotten 
again, not of corruptble seed, but of incorrupuble, through 
the word of the living God, which remains forever. Now 
this is the word, which has been proclaimed as gospel to you.” 
After these quotations from Scripture are we not justified in 
saying, that they whd say “the living word” is “‘a dead let- 
ter” are liar: and defamers of God’s truth? Yes, and if they 
persist, in thus traducing God, with liars wiil their portion 
be. 

Every good and perfect gift is from God. Salvation, in 
its three-fuld relations, is his gift also. All men are saved 
in the enjoyment of temporal blessings; some in the remis- 
sion of their sins; and some in a redemption from a state of 
death. In all cases they are saved in the use of means. If 
a man will not use the means appointed for mastication, de- 
glutition, &c. he will die of starvation in the midst of plenty; 
so, if an individual will not use the means God has insti- 
tuted for the énjoyment of pardon, he will, though as con- 
vinced of the value of the blood of Jesus as an Apostle, and 
though as moral as the young man who had kept the Law 
from his youth up—he will, I say, be accursed when the 
Lord comes. The means, by which the enjoyment of par- 
don may be obtained, is belief AND immersion into the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. There is no other way. 
He that says there is, teaches another gospel, and so becomes 
obnoxious to the anathema of the Apostle. The whole gos- 
pel is summed up in believe and do; I therefore, shall con- 
clude, by exhorting you to “look narrowly into the perfect 
law of liberty, and persevere, not becoming a forget(ul hearer, 
but a doer of its work, and in so doing you will be happy.” 
Farewell. E,prror. 


RUSSIA versus ENGLAND; 
OR— WHO SHALL POSSESS THE HOLY LAND? 

Newspapers at this epoch of the World’s age are of great interest to 
the student of the Prophetic Writings, sopenlblly as the seventh and last 
phial of the Apocalypse is now pouring out into “/he air,” —the govern- 
ments of the Prophetic Earth, i. e. within the limits of the Ancient Ro- 
man Empire, he sixth phial has almost been drained of its dregs by 






Europe, and the Euphratean Empire; and the new route which the tran. 
sit of Indian commerce is about to take, together with events in relation, 
to Egypt and surrounding countries, are rapidly preparing the way for 
the return of the Jews for their own country. e know that here, jn 
this new country, if a little canal or rail road, run through a certain sec. 
tion, it enhances the value of the tract on which such contrivances may 
be “located.” And why? Because of the route it opens for the transit of 
the produce of said tract, to some home or foreign market; and of the 
facilities it affords the land-owner of supplying fis wants of luxury or 
necessity. How much more, then, shall the Holy Land, once the empo- 
rium of Indian commerce, in the times of David and Solomon, be eleya- 
ted in consideration and value, when steamboats are paddling the waters 
of the Euphrates and Red Sea, and bearing to and fro “the wealth of 
Ormus and of Ind?” When Egypt has completed the subjugation of 
the Arabs, and England shall have restored the commerce of the East to 
its ancient route—to that route it was accustomed to take, before Capt 
Diaz and Vasco da Gama doubled the Cape of Good-Hope, and sailed to 
Calicut, on the shores of Indostan—what country in the known world 
will be more eligible, as a theatre of European and commercial enter- 
prise, than the Land of Canaan? But who shall possess this central po- 
sition—a position which commands the trade of the Eastern and Western 
hemispheres, and therefore destined to be the Highway of the Nations— 
the High Court, Metropolis, and Mistress of the World? It belongs to 

pt now, by conquest from Turkey, and by sufferance of Europe. But 
what great Power will wrest it from the hand of the feeble Egyptian, 
and possess it for its own aggrandizement? Will England suffer Rus- 
sia? If the Russian Bear lay his paw upon the Land of Judea, away 
go the English possessions and commerce in Indostan. But will Russia 
and his vassal of Constantinople, permit England to erect an Empire 
there? No. Whothen isto have it? Some Power must; for it cannot 
remain as it is. Here, then, is a case precisely similar to that of Greece. 
Russia wanted Greece, and would have had it, but England, France, 
Austria and Prussia, said No, that shal! not be. Then, says Russia, if | 
am not to have it, neither of you shall; and therefore we will none of us 
possess it; but, as a matter of necessity, we will guarantee its indepen- 
dence of ‘Turkey, to the Greeks themselves. So, | apprehend, it will be 
with the Land of Judea. Neither Russia nor England will consent that 
either shall possess it; ergo, the Jews will be restored to it, and guaran- 
tied in the possession of their country, under the protectorate of a great 
maritime Power—and that power will be England. And thus the policy 
of Nations will fulfil the purposes of Jehovah.—Eniror. 


PERIODICALS. 

The following are the papers already, and about to be, ex- 
istent among us; whose avowed object is, to contend earnestly 
for the faith formerly delivered by the Apostles of Jesus 
Christ to Jews and Gentiles in their life time. We shall 
enumerate them according to their seniority. 

Tue Curistrian Messencer, Edited by B. W. Stone, Jack- 
sonville, illinois. One dollar per annum. This periodical 
is in its ninth year, 12mo. 

Tre Mivcentat Hareincer, Edited by Alexander Camp- 
bell, Bethany, Brooke, Virginia, $2 50 per annum, or $2 00 
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if paid within six months after receiving the first number, 
Royal 12mo. This work superseded the Christian Baptist, 
by the same Editor; and is now in its sixth year. 

Tue Evancevist, Edited by Walter Scott, Cincinnati, 
Hamilton, Ohio. One dollar per annum. Now in its fourth 
year, 12mo. 

Tue Apostotic Apvocate, Edited by John Thomas, Rich- 
mond, Virginia. One dollar per annum. This paper is in 
its second year, 12mo. 

Tue Gosret Apvocate, Edited by J. T. Johnson and B. F. 
Hall, Georgetown, Kentucky. One dollar per annum. In its 
first year, 12mo. 

Tae Primitive Curistian, Edited by J. E. Shepard, Au- 
burn, New York. One dollar per annum. In its first year, 
12mo. 

Tue Curistian investiGator, Edited by W. Hunter, East- 
port, Maine. One dollar per annum. In its first year, 8vo. 

The following are about to issue from the press on Ist of 
Jan. 1836. 3 

* Tue CuristiAn Preacuer, Edited by D. 8. Burnet, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio: Tobe filled with discourses from living writers. 
One dollar per annum. Six copies for $5; thirteen for $10; 
twenty-eight for $20, payable in advance; to contain sixteen 
octavo pages, neatly executed, stitched, and inclosed in a 
printed cover. 

* Tue Discrete, Edited by Jas. A. Butler and A. Graham, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. ‘Two dollars per annum. Any per- 
son paying for ten copies will have the eleventh gratis. Com- 
munications addressed as above, post patd, will be promptly 
attended to, 12mo, or 228 pages to the volume. 

* Tue Curistian Rerormer, Edited by John R. Howard, 
Paris, Henry, Tennessee. To contain 32 small 8vo. pages 
in each number on super royal or imperial paper, good type, 
stitched, and in a good cover $1 50 in advance, per annum, 
$1 75 if not paid within six months, and $2 00 if not paid 
before the end of the year. 

There are but two ways in which we can contribute ou7 mite towards 
the overthrow of the Apostacy, namely, by the tongue, and by the press. 
As far as I am informed, the Editors of the above periodicals do both. 
The tongue and the pen, though little organs, can do a wowd of mischief; 
and when rightly directed, a world of good. But the sinew of war is 
money, whether that war be against flesh and blood, or against “princi- 
palities and powers, the rulers of the darkness of this age, and spiritual 
wickedness in the heavenly regions.” The Apostacy is all alive to the 
fact that knowledge is power; and therefore it compasses heaven and 





*.* I have condensed these prospectus in order that re aw all ap- 
pear forthwith: To have published each at full length would have taken 
up five pages of the Advocate, which under a press of matter I have not 


at disposal. 
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earth, sea and land, to raise the mwnition de poche by which to inunday 
‘the country With their tracts, papers, and iagazines of lying traditions 
and old wives fables, so as to blind the eyes of the people, that seein, 
they may not perceive, and hearing they may not understand the truth 
which is at war with their systems; for the priests of all the sects ar. 
fully aware that nothing perpetuates their ascendancy, but the ignorane 
of the people. It is a proverb, that tf our enemies wear swords we mux 
wear them too. ‘Yhe principle is this, in the present case, if our Oppo 
nents labor indefatigably with the press against the truth, we must do « 
too on behalf of the truth, in order to counteract their efforis. That they 
fear us at their own weapons is obvious; for as far as their influence eve: 
they deny us the right of replying against the slanders they perpetrate 
to our intended injury. The Rev. Ethelbert Drake, of the Methodig 
Christian Sentinel, to wit. We are a small Editorial band it is true, by: 
if our opponents would give us fair play, we fear not the whole host of 
Anti-Christ. It is not the aliens we fear; no, not even with Capiain 
General Satan at their head—it is the lukewarmness of cur friends tha: 
trepidutes us, and throws us into a literary shivering fit. ‘To our brethren 
We say, it 1s Lo you, not to the world, we look for a support; you pray 
that the strong holds of Satan may be pulled down, his urillery silenced, 
his machinations circumvented; but remember, you may pray for twenty 
years, and not a single bastion will fall, unless you use the means. Your 
prayers will not fill the mouths of your Evangelists, nor pay your Editors’ 
printers. We are wiiling to labor with our brains, and they ure our 
chief estate, but we look to you, for the ways and means to enable us to 
bring our arillery to bear on the enemy’s works. Prayer and the use of 
means Will do every thing; but the former without the latter, will mak: 
us objects of contempt to the world and to God, who does nothing ex. 
cept through the intervention of means. [ cannot help adducing a nol | 
instance of liberality which has come under my own notice. It concerns 
one of the Mditors of “the Disciple.” In a letter I received from him « 
year ago, he writes thus: “J will just say, that God has favored me with 
a full competency of tits world’s * stuff,” and therefore, Tam willing ¢ 
dispose of something in the way of disseminating truth.” These ar 
not words without meaning, as others besides myself can attest. H 
has already subscribed $100 to the Advocate, and given me an order for 
an additional L00 volumes of the first year, when reprinted; he has taken 
600 copies of Burnet’s edition of the Christian Baptist, besides subserib- 
ing for the Evangelist &c. I say this liberality of James A. Butler of 
Alabama is worthy the imitation, and indeed ought to be emulated by 
those of our brethren whom “God has favored with a full ecmpetency of 
this world’s stuff.” ‘Their prayers would then have scme meaning, and 
might be presented at the throne with a confidence of being listened to 
We would observe then, that the periodicals aforesaid are not to 
many for our number and ‘wealth, if every man among us would do his 
duty as he ought; not so much for his own edification, as for the illum: 
nation of his priest-ridden neighbors. 

As for ourselves, we wish them success individually and collectively 
Our good wishes, however, are based, not upon our respect for the men, 
which is unfeigned, but upon our anxiety for the dissemination of the 
truth. So far then as they plead for this, and no farther, we wish them 

speed. Let them be consistent; contend earnestly for the faith; be 
influenced neither by the smiles of friends, nor the frowns of foes; set 
their faces as a flint against all compromise with error; pursue the truth 
even to the acknowledgment of their own faults; be firm to their ow” 
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principles; be true to God, and do justice to every man—and so shall 
they exact the respect of enemies, the approbation of friends, and above 
all, the applause of God. What we say to one, we say w all, and to 
ourself among the rest. Eprror. 


RISING WITH CHRIST IN BAPTISM. 
How are we raised with Christ in Baptism—is it by the abstract act of 
emergence from the water afler submersion? 

No; we are raised with Christ in Baptism, “through the 
belief of the strong working of God, who raised him from 
the dead.” Col. ii. 12. That Jesus is the Christ can only be 
believed as true by a belief of the testimony of the Holy 
Spirit contained in the sacred Scriptures. The belief of the 
Resurrection of the Christ depends upon the same testimony. 
It is necessary that that testimony be of the strongest cha- 
racter; for the fact is coatrary to all human experience since 
the days of the Apostles. It may be assented to as a matter 
of convenience, or otherwise, but it cannot be believed without 
such divine testimony, and that too confirmed by miracles. 
To testa person’s belief of this astounding fact it is only 
necessary to demand his proofs. if he cannot adduce divine 
testimony, that is, the testimony of Apostles and Prophets, 
he cannot, he does not, believe it. Prophetic testimony is 
necessary to show, that the King, whom Jehovah would 
Anoint, was to suffer death as a propitiation for iniquity, and 
afterwards to rise from the dead; Apostolic, that Jesus was 
that Anointed King, and that He rose from the dead accord- 
ing to the Scriptures. ‘There are certain axiomata, or first 
principles, adopted by “Reformers” which are immutably and 
eternally true. First, that faith is the belief of testimony; 
secondly, that where there is no testimony there can be no 
faith. We say then, let “reformers” be consistent; let them 
not fear to face the. inevitable conclusions of the premises 
they have adopted. In this Age of the Apostacy men do not 
search the Scriptures, for the simple reason, that they do not 
think to obtain by them, eternal life. The men and women 
of this day are either masked or overt infidels; and if the 
former, surrendering themselves body, soul, spirit, under- 
standing, and judgment—nay, even their eternal destinies 
into the hands of clerical conscience-keepers; their souls 
are bartered for gain by these spiritual merchants, who teach 
them to esteem the Holy Scriptures as a dead letter which 
kills them, although they inculcate their total depravity, and 
stoney deadness; they rarely, if ever, attempt to prove the 
Resurrection of Jesus, because, say they, “every body knows 
that;” and thus they discourage the people from searchin 
the Seriptures:—seeing that this is the fact,—a fact proved 
by the observation of every First Day’s ministrations in the 
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Temples of Antichrist; by social intercourse from day to da 
with “‘professors of religion” —how is it possible that “re- 
formers” can admit the allegation, in the very teeth of their 
own principles, that the faith of the people is true and genuine. 
that is, the belief of Apostolic and Prophetic testimony? }/ 
Christendom, from the Pope to the grave-digger, assents to 
this great fact; but will “reformers” say they believe with 
‘faith unfeizgned? The assent of Christendom is credulity, 
or faith without testimony, if | may be permitted the sole- 
cism. Our inference is this, that the vast mass of all the 
“Denominations,” and a great majority of the Baptist Sect, 
since the introduction of religious rioting in all its puerile, 
ridiculous, and antichristian forms among them; which said 
clerical devices and inventions have superseded, and silenced 
‘the testimony of God for the most part—the former, we infer, 
are superstitious and credulous; and the latter, although im- 
mersed, have not been raised with Christ in Baptism, through 
the belief of the strong working of God, who raised him 
from the dead; and are, therefore, unjustified, unreconciled, 
unadopted, unpardoned, not saved. The application of our 
inference is this—that none ought to be admitted into a com- 
munity, professing to be based upon the testimony of Apos- 
tles and Prophets, Jesus the Christ, the foundation corner 
stone, unless they (having been previously to application 
for admission immersed-revival-made-Baptists only) be re- 


immersed upon an intelligent confession and belief of the 
truth. Strange to tell, there are those who admit our pre- 
mises, nay, even our inference, but from fear of the world, 
or of hard names, or some other imaginary evil, start wit! 
the utmost repugnance from the application! E,piror. 
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